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New Delhi: Senior BJP lead-
ers have extended full-throt-
tle support to “Kashmir
Files”, a movie based on the
exodus of  Kashmiri Pandits
from Jammu and Kashmir,
with several party-ruled
states exempting the movie
from entertainment tax. 

A day after the release on
March 11, the film’s team, in-
cluding director Vivek Ran-
jan Agnihotri, his wife and
actress Pallavi Joshi, and
producer Abhishek, met
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi who congratulated
them and appreciated the
film. Several BJP function-
aries, including Union min-
isters, have endorsed the mo-
vie which is based on the exo-
dus of  Kashmiri Pandits
from the valley since 1990
when militancy started in
the erstwhile state, now a
Union Territory. 

“Watch …so that this his-
tory soaked in the blood of
innocents may never repeat
itself,” Union minister Smri-
ti Irani tweeted, sharing a
poster of  the movie. 

Union minister Jitendra
Singh said the Kashmiri
Pandit community was
made to leave their homes in
the most painful condition.

“History is witness to the
fact that all this was a cumu-
lative outcome of  a series of
Congress blunders begin-
ning from what's now record-
ed as infamous Nehruvian
blunders,” Singh said.

Another Union minister
Giriraj Singh said the whole
country must watch how the
Kashmiri Pandits were
made to flee. “It is not the
fault of  Congress, it is the
fault of  their DNA. The prob-
lem of  Kashmir is the gift of
the first Prime Minister, Ja-
waharlal Nehru, who saw
Kashmir by connecting it
with religion, did not see it
with the nation,” Singh said.

BJP’s IT department head
Amit Malviya said, “When
Congress, that ruled India
for better part post-1947, offi-
cially whitewashes the geno-
cide of  Kashmiri Hindus,
one knows there was no hope
for justice, with them at the
helm. The process of  recon-
ciliation has just begun but
why is Congress writhing in
the sand like a snake?”

While several BJP-ruled
states have made the movie
tax-free, the party on Mon-
day demanded that it should
be exempted from entertain-
ment tax across the country.

References to the movie
came up in Lok Sabha during

the debate on Jammu and
Kasmir budget. BJP member
Jamyang Tsering Namgyal
said the film is exposing the
bitter truth and hence it
should be exempted from en-
tertainment tax. JD (U)
member Sunil Kumar Pintu
too demanded that the movie
be made tax-free, saying it re-
veals the plight of  Kashmiri
Pandits. 

However, BSP pitched for
its ban, arguing that such
films create feelings of  ha-
tred among various commu-
nities. BSP member Danish
Ali, said whether it is “Kash-
mir Files or Gujarat Files”,
films that create feelings of
hatred should be banned.

BJP leaders come out in support
of movie ‘The Kashmir Files’
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New Delhi: The government
has assured that it will take all
measures needed in the com-
ing months to ensure that con-
sumers get relief  from high
fuel prices and keep an eye on
the possibility of  supply dis-
ruption caused by the Russia-
Ukraine conflict. It will also
continue to moderate cooking
gas prices to cushion house-
holds from high prices. 

India is also examining the
issues related to Russia’s offer
of  crude at discounts, oil min-
ister Hardeep Singh Puri said
in reply to queries on high oil
prices raised in the Rajya Sab-
ha during Question Hour on
Monday.

Sharing data from the US,
Canada, France, Germany,
UK and Spain to show how pet-
rol has become costlier by 50-
58% in these countries
against 5% in India. “We
should be rejoicing in that. In-
stead, we are hearing why
prices have gone up,” he said. 

Oil prices, he observed,
had shot up from $19.56 a bar-
rel (in April/May 2020) to $130
at one stage and currently ho-
vering around $109.

The current spike in oil
prices is “emanating from a
war-like situation”, he said re-

ferring to the Russia-Ukraine
conflict without naming ei-
ther country. “But within
that, whatever space we have,
margin of  persuasion, we
should continue to exercise
that in the interest of  the Indi-
an citizen and the consumer,”
Puri said.

On the issue of  bringing
petrol and diesel under the
GST regime raised by Con-
gress member Anand Shar-
ma, Puri said the proposal did
not find favour at the last GST
Council meeting. “States
which are acquiring high rev-
enue from the sale of  petrol
and petroleum products and
— if  I may also add, liquor —
are normally reluctant to re-
duce their revenue from these
two sources,” he said.

Referring to the November
4 excise duty reduction of  Rs
10 on diesel and Rs 5 on petrol,
Puri said “the government
will in the coming months al-
so take whatever measures we
have to, to make sure that our
consumer gets relief  to the ex-
tent we can”.

Petrol and diesel prices,
though deregulated, have not
been raised since November 4
by state-run fuel retailers,
who control 90% of  the mar-
ket, on informal advice from
the government.

‘Govt will cushion oil
consumers from price

shock in coming mnths’
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New Delhi: Over 3.08 crore schol-
arships have been sanctioned to
students from minority commu-
nities between 2016 to 2021. 

Of  this, over 2.34 crore scholar-
ships have been sanctioned for
students from the Muslim com-
munity followed by Christians
(37.22 lakh), Sikhs (25.40 lakhs),
Buddhist (7.4 lakh), Jain (4 lakh)
and Parsis (4828). 

Across four scholarship
schemes that support eligible stu-
dents from pre- and post-matric
education up to the PhD-level and
in technical and professional edu-
cation, the ministry of  minority
affairs has dispensed over Rs 9,904

five crore students in the next five
years, which will include 50% girl
students.

It is learnt that the average
scholarships across the current
four schemes given annually
stand at around 65 lakh with the
pre and post matric scholarships
accounting for a significant
chunk. 

It is learnt from sources that
MoMA is hopeful of  meeting the
five crore target over the next two
years with the number of  scholar-
ships likely to be enhanced in the
coming months with the govern-
ment working on streamlining
the scholarship system across
ministries by bringing in more
uniformity.

50%, the annual income criteria is
different. The post-matric schol-
arship scheme applies to eligible
students from Class XI to PhD in-
cluding technical and vocational
courses of  XI and XII level. 

The merit-cum-means based
scholarship scheme is for techni-
cal and professional courses at un-
der-graduate and post-graduate
levels. The Begum Hazrat Mahal
national scholarship scheme is
meant for meritorious minority
girl students in classes IX to XII. 

After the BJP government
came to power the second time in
2019 the minister for minority af-
fairs had said in June that year
that the ministry plans to provide
‘Pradhanmantri Scholarship’ to

crore between 2016 to 2021 on
scholarships. The data was
shared by minister for minority
affairs Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi in
Parliament in response to a ques-
tion raised in the Rajya Sabha.

Sharing details of  the
schemes, the ministry informed
Parliament that to be eligible for
the pre-matric scholarship
scheme (for Class I to X) the an-
nual income of  the parent/guard-
ian of  the student should not be
more than Rs 1 lakh and the stu-
dent should have secured mini-
mum 50% marks in previous
class.

For all four scholarship
schemes while the minimum
marks for a student to be eligible is

2.34 crore Muslim students granted
scholarships during 2016-21
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New Delhi: Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman presented a Rs 1.42-lakh-crore
budget for Jammu and Kashmir for the
year 2022-23 in Lok Sabha, amid opposi-
tion accusations that the government was
rushing the proposals.

Sitharaman also presented the supple-
mentary demands for the year 2021-22 to-
talling Rs 18,860.32 crore for the Union Ter-
ritory and moved a motion seeking sus-
pension of  certain rules to allow the House
to take up the discussion on the same day.

Opposition members objected to the
government move to present the J&K Bud-
get and discuss it in the House on the same
day, contending that members will not get
adequate time to study the proposals.

Congress member Manish Tewari and
RSP member N K Premachandran object-
ed to the motion moved by Sitharaman, al-
leging it was in violation of  the ruleS. PTI

Sitharaman presents
`̀1.4L cr J&K budget in LS

New Delhi: Obsolete flying
machines, shoddy mainte-
nance and inadequate train-
ing to air and ground crew
continue to exact a heavy toll
on the armed forces.

At least 42 military per-
sonnel have lost their lives in
45 aircraft and helicopter ac-
cidents in just the last five
years, as per the latest fig-
ures tabled by the defence
ministry in Rajya Sabha on
Monday. Though military
aviation is inherently dan-
gerous, this is a high crash
rate by any standards.

IAF reported 29 of  those
accidents, Army 12 and Navy
four. Of  those killed, 34 were
from IAF, seven from Army
and one from Navy. The num-
ber of  civilians killed or mili-
tary personnel injured in the
accidents was not provided
in the written answer.

“No increase has been no-
ticed in the number of  de-
fence personnel to have died

during such accidents dur-
ing the last five years. How-
ever, during the current fi-
nancial year, the number of
personnel who died was
more as 13 defence personnel
died in one IAF helicopter
crash on December 8, 2021,”
junior defence minister Ajay
Bhatt said.

It was actually 14 people,
including chief  of  defence

staff  General Bipin Rawat
and his wife Madhulika, who
died in the Mi-17 V5 helicop-
ter crash near Coonoor in Ta-
mil Nadu on October 8.

Bhatt said “preventive
and remedial measures” are
given by each court of  inqui-
ry that investigates every
crash, and they are immedi-
ately implemented in
“letter and spirit” to prevent

a recurrence.
IAF, for instance, has sug-

gested improvements in ar-
eas like “aircraft and system
improvements by means of
modifications and addition-
al checks”, additional train-
ing to aircrew and ground-
crew, aircraft operating lim-
its in certain cases and “re-
duction in life of  aircraft 
and engines”.

But it is also a fact that the
armed forces, especially IAF,
are forced to fly obsolete heli-
copters like the single-en-
gine Cheetahs and Chetaks
and supersonic fighters like
MiG-21s due to extreme de-
lays in new inductions.

The armed forces, for in-
stance, have been demand-
ing 498 new light utility heli-
copters for almost two dec-
ades to replace their Chee-
tahs and Chetaks, which lack
modern avionics, suffer
from poor maintainability
and are dogged by a high
crash rate, as reported by
TOI earlier.

42 Personnel Died In 45 Crashes In Last 5 Years, RS Told

‘Obsolete aircraft causing
high casualty in armed forces’

IAF reported 29 accidents, Army 12 and Navy four
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New Delhi: Following In-
dia’s efforts to pipe down the
issue regarding the “acciden-
tal” firing of  a missile that
landed in Pakistan, China
called upon India and Pakis-
tan to hold dialogue and
“look thoroughly into the in-
cident”. Pakisan had last
week sought a joint probe in-
to the incident.

“China has noted relevant
information. Pakistan and
India are both important
countries in South Asia,
bearing responsibilities for
maintaining regional securi-
ty and stability,” said the Chi-
nese foreign ministry
spokesperson, responding to
a query

China calls on the coun-
tries to hold dialogue and
communication as soon as
possible, and look thorough-
ly into the incident, step up
information sharing, and
promptly establish a report-
ing mechanism so that such
incidents will not happen
again, and misunderstand-
ing and misjudgment can be

avoided,” he added.
On Friday, the Indian gov-

ernment said it accidentally
fired a missile two days back
that landed in Pakistan and
that the “deeply regrettable”
incident was caused by a
technical malfunction in 
the course of  its routine
maintenance. 

India’s defence ministry
said that the government has
taken a serious view of  the in-
cident and ordered a ‘court of
enquiry’ into it, a day after
Pakistan said a high-speed
projectile launched from In-
dia entered its airspace and
fell near Mian Channu in
Khanewal district of  the Pun-

jab province.
On Saturday, Pakistan’s

foreign office (FO) said it was
not satisfied with India’s
“simplistic explanation” on
the “accidental firing” of  the
missile and demanded a 
joint probe to accurately es-
tablish the facts surrounding
the incident.

India’s defence ministry said that the government has taken a serious view of the incident and ordered a
‘court of enquiry’ into it, a day after Pakistan said a high-speed projectile launched from India entered its
airspace and fell near Mian Channu in Khanewal district of the Punjab province

via REUTERS

Missile misfire: China asks
India, Pak to hold dialogue
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New Delhi: The process to obtain the approval
of  the PM-led Cabinet Committee on Security
(CCS) for the design and prototype develop-
ment of  the Advanced Medium Combat Air-
craft (AMCA) has been initiated, junior de-
fence minister Ajay Bhatt told Rajya Sabha on
Monday. This confirms the TOI story in No-
vember last year that India was now finally set
to launch its most ambitious indigenous mili-
tary aviation project to build its own fifth-gen-
eration fighter called AMCA, with 
advanced stealth features as well as ‘super-
cruise’ capabilities. 

The initial development cost of  the 25-
tonne AMCA is estimated to be around Rs
15,000 crore, with the first twin-engine proto-
type’s rollout by 2025-26 and production of  the
Mark-1 jets slated to begin in 2030-31. A more re-
alistic timeframe for the AMCA induction to
kick-off, however, would be around 2035.

Production of  fifth-generation jets is an ex-
tremely complex and expensive affair, with the
American F/A-22 Raptor and F-35 Lightning-II
Joint Strike Fighter, the Chinese Chengdu J-20
and Russian Sukhoi-57 being the only oper-
ational ones around the globe at present. TNN

‘Process to seek nod for
developing desi stealth

aircraft initiated’

Several BJP functionaries, including Union ministers, have endorsed
the movie which is based on the exodus of Kashmiri Pandits from the
valley since 1990 when militancy started in the erstwhile state, 
now a Union Territory
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References to the
movie came up in
Lok Sabha during
the debate on
Jammu and Kasmir
budget. BJP
member Jamyang
Tsering Namgyal
said the film is
exposing the bitter
truth and hence it
should be
exempted from
entertainment tax
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