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New Delhi:Almost two-thirds
of  the 43 joint secretaries and
additional secretaries ap-
pointed last month by the Cen-
tre were non-IAS officers, indi-
cating that those from the al-
lied services are now manning
key posts in the middle rung of
the central bureaucracy.
Things have reached a stage
where some of  the ministries
have no IAS officers posted as a
joint secretary.

Data from department of
personnel and training
(DoPT) shows that over the last
decade — from 2011 to 2020 —
share of  all IAS officers in the
central deputation at the level
of  deputy secretaries and
above under the Central Staff-
ing Scheme (CSS) had dropped
to as low as 34%, before going
up. This has meant officers
from forest, postal, railways,
ordnance factories and even
information services are driv-
ingpolicy making.

The acute shortage of  IAS
officers — described as gener-
alists in the bureaucracy —
coming for central deputation
has prompted government to
review rules, prompting a vol-

ley of  protest from the states,
particularly those ruled by op-
position parties.TOI spoke to
several serving and former
IAS officers to find the reasons
behind the fall in the number of
appointments of  IAS officers
in the joint secretary level.

Most of  them said there are
fewer IAS officers available at
middle level for appointment
at the joint secretary level and
states are also facing shortage
of  such officers. Officers
blame the sharp reduction in
the intake between 1998 and
2006. Usually, direct-recruit
IAS officers get empanelled as
joint secretaries after 15-16
years of  service. Besides, liv-
ing standards in state capitals
comparable with those in na-
tional capital, a Delhi posting
seems to have lost its charm. A
top down approach to policy
initiatives has reduced the at-
traction for a central deputa-
tion with those looking for fu-
ture posting at additional sec-
retary or secretary level now
opting for it.

Several officers also said
that the intense pressure, re-
quiring them to be on their
toes, is also a reason for fewer
IAS officers at the Centre.

Non-IAS officers’ hold
on bureaucracy mid-tier
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AT 557, MAXIMUM APPOINTMENTS IN 2015

New Delhi: In its second ye-
ar, the Schools of  Specialised
Excellence (SoSE) have rece-
ived close to 80,000 applica-
tions, nearly four times hig-
her than last year. Among the
five specialisations, the max-
imum number of  applica-
tions has come in for Science,
Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics (STEM).

The newly introduced Ar-
med Forces Preparatory
School (AFPS) has received
over 18,000 applications for
the 200 seats on offer.

For the 2021-22 academic
session, 26,687 applications
were received for the 20 new
SoSEs. This year, 11 more
such schools have been ad-

ded, with AFPS set up as a re-
sidential school at Jharoda
Kalan.

SoSEs are specialised
schools affiliated to the Delhi
Board of  School Education
and follow the International
Baccalaureate programme.

Admissions to STEM and
AFPS are being conducted
for Classes IX and XI. 

For other specialisations
— humanities, performing
and visual arts and 21st-cen-
tury skills — new students
are being taken in only for
Class IX. Of  the 31 SoSEs, 12
have STEM whereas seven
offer humanities, perfor-
ming and visual arts. Seven
schools offer 21st-century
skills.

Admissions to these cour-
ses are taking place through
an entrance exam, which are
already under way. 

The process will end on
March 28. 

As much as 50% of  seats
are reserved for students of
Delhi government schools. 

To be eligible, one needs

to be a resident studying in a
Delhi school.

AFPS was announced in
the 2021 Budget. In the first
session, 120 boys and 80 girls
will be admitted. For Class
IX, as many as 7,260 applica-
tions have been received. 

The number for Class XI
is far higher at 11,868. For ad-
mission to this course, inter-
views and medical/physical
examinations will be con-
ducted, apart from an aptitu-
de test.

“The physical and medi-
cal examinations will be si-
milar to the requirements for
National Defence Academy,”
a senior government official
said. The government has ro-
ped in retired Army officers
to train the students. 

The school will have an
academic and a service pre-
paratory wing. In Classes IX
and X, the students will pur-
sue the basics in subjects like
mathematics, English, Hindi
(spoken and written), gene-
ral sciences and social scien-
ces. 

Race hotting up for
schools of excellence
GROWING POPULARITY

Applications received for  
admission to School of  
Specialised Excellence (SoSE)
Total | 79,513        Schools | 31
Specialisation distribution
Science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics (STEM)
Class IX | 19,388
Class XI
Physics, chemistry  
and maths | 14,337
Physics, chemistry and biology | 
11,868

Armed Forces  
Preparatory School

7,260

11,276
Class IX
Class XI

High-end 21st century 
skills | 6,315

Humanities | 6,293
Performing and visual 

arts | 2,776
Admission takes place 

only in Class IX

ENTRANCE 
TESTS

March 12 | Performing and  
visual arts
March 13 | High-end 21st century skill

March 26 | STEM Class IX, PCB Class XI
March 27 | PCM Class XI
March 28 | AFPS and humanities

Srinagar:The J&K Delimita-
tion Commission on Monday
published the draft of  its pro-
posals to redraw, rename or
reserve assembly and parlia-
mentary constituencies of
the Union Territory along
with two dissenting notes
from Farooq Abdullah's Na-
tional Conference. The com-
mission will accept public
feedback on the proposals,
some of  which have invited
criticism even from BJP, till
March 21, reports Saleem
Pandit. The gazette notifica-
tion mentions 90 assembly
constituencies, of  which
Jammu division accounts for
43, six more than when J&K
was a state that included La-

dakh. The commission pro-
poses to increase the number
of  assembly seats in Kashmir
division from 46 to 47. As ear-
lier, 24 seats in the House are
reserved for Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir. For the first
time in J&K's history, the
commission proposes to re-
serve nine seats for Sched-
uled Tribes and seven for
Scheduled Castes. 

The commission had first
shared the draft with its asso-
ciate members on February 4,
asking them to submit their
objections and suggestions
by February 14. 

Two weeks on, almost ev-
ery political party in J&K has
questioned one or more of  the

recommendations. 
NC, represented in the

commission by Farooq and
fellow MPs Mohammad Ak-
bar Lone and Hasnain Masoo-
di, was the first to challenge
the draft and file an objection.
The party challenged the
commission itself, pointing
out that the J&K Reorganisa-
tion Act, 2019, was under judi-
cial scrutiny.

NC also accused the com-
mission of  seeking to over-
write history.

"The Habba Kadal as-
sembly constituency, which
has been removed from the
list, is named after the famous
Kashmiri queen-poetess," it
said.

Jammu & Kashmir delim draft
unveiled, outcry over changes

Over 80,000
Applications
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