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Hezbollah chief Hassan meets 
Hamas, Islamic Jihad officials
Huddle comes amid people of Israel claims of the increasing attacks by Hezbollah

BEIRUT

SENIOR officials of  Palestinian mili-
tant groups Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
have held talks with Hezbollah leader 
Hassan Nasrallah about achieving 
“real victory” in their war with Is-
rael, the Lebanese group said on 
Wednesday.

The Hezbollah statement did not 
specify when or where Nasrallah met 
with Hamas number two Saleh al-
Aruri and Islamic Jihad leader Ziad 
Nakhaleh beyong saying that it was 
at  a undisclosed location in 
Lebanon.

News of  the meeting comes as Hez-
bollah and allied Palestinian factions 
exchange daily fire with the Israeli 
army across the Lebanon-Israel bor-
der, raising fears of  a new front in 
Israel’s war with Hamas in Gaza.

The three groups are part of  the 
“axis of  resistance” — Palestinian, 
Lebanese, Syrian and other Iran-
backed armed groups opposed to 
Israel.

They discussed what “the axis of  
resistance must do at this critical 
stage to achieve real victory... in Gaza 
and Palestine and stop” Israel’s “bru-
tal aggression”, the statement said.

They also discussed “recent events 
in the Gaza Strip since the start of  
Operation Al-Aqsa Flood” — the un-
precedented October 7 Hamas attack 
that killed more than 1,400 people, 
mostly civilians, in Israel.

The health ministry in Hamas-con-
trolled Gaza says 5,791 people have 
been killed, again mostly civilians, as 
Israel has bombarded the territory.

Nasrallah and the Palestinian mili-
tant leaders “agreed to keep coordi-
nating and daily following up on de-
velopments,” the statement added.

Hezbollah and Hamas have long 
been part of  a “joint operations 
room” with the Quds Force — the for-
eign operations arm of  Iran’s Revolu-
tionary Guards — a source close to 
Hezbollah previously told AFP on 
condition of  anonymity.

The meeting also touched upon the 
cross-border fire on the Lebanon-Is-
rael border, the statement said.

At least 52 people have been killed 
in Lebanon according to an AFP tally, 
mostly Hezbollah combatants but 
also four civilians, including Reuters 
journalist Issam Abdallah.

Four people have been killed in Is-
rael, including one civilian. AFP

A man carries a girl  injured when supermarket 
was hit by an Israeli  strike in Gaza Strip |  AFP

UN chief says his 
remark on Hamas 
misrepresented 
UNITED NATIONS

UNITED Nations Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres on Wednesday re-
jected the “misrepresentations” of  
his remarks a day earlier on Palestin-
ian grievances that infuriated 
Israel.

“I am shocked by misrepresenta-
tions by some of  my statement yes-
terday in the Security Council — as 
if  I was justifying acts of  terror by 
Hamas,” Guterres told reporters, 
without directly naming Israel.

Addressing a Security Council ses-
sion on Tuesday, the UN chief, again 
without naming Israel, denounced
“the clear violations of  international 
humanitarian law that we are wit-
nessing in Gaza.”

In remarks that especially out-
raged Israel, he said it was “impor-
tant to “recognize the attacks by Ha-
mas did not happen in a vacuum” as 
the Palestinians have been “subject-
ed to 56 years of  suffocating occupa-
tion.” Guterres said Wedesday it was 
“necessary to set the record straight, 
especially out of  respect for the vic-
tims and their families.”

“I spoke of  the grievances of  the 
Palestinian people. And in doing so, 
I also clearly stated.’” AFP

Sterilisation rule unlawful,  
says Japan’s Supreme Court
TOKYO: The top court in Japan said on 
Wednesday that the obliging transgender 
people to be sterilised in order to change 
their legal gender was unconstitutional. But 
the claim from a transgender woman at the 
centre of the case against having to undergo 
gender affirmation surgery will be sent back 
to the high court for the further deliberation, 
the Japan’s top court explained. AFP

GURU HARGOBIND THERMAL PLANT, LEHRA MOHABBAT
Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001. 

Corporate Identity Number: U40109PB2010SGC033813, Website : www.pspcl.in
GSTIN 03AAFCP5120Q1ZC

Tender Enquiry No. 613/GHTP/EMC/GMMC-27/Vol-37  Dated: 23.10.2023
Superintending Engineer, Electrical Mtc, Circle, O&M Invites E-Tenders for Periodical, 
preventive, breakdown & shutdown maintenance and annual overhauling of 2x210MW & 
2x250MW Turbogenerator (Electrical Works), HT & LT Motors in main plant area, 16.50 KV, 
15.75 KV, 6.6 KV & 415 V Bus ducts, EOT Cranes/Hoists (Electrical Works), etc. and operation 
& general cleanliness of Lifts/ Elevators of Stage-1 & II. Detailed NIT and tender specification 
can be downloaded from website https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from dated 25.10.2023 
onwards.
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